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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


MY  CHURCH. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  Boston. 

"On  this  Rock  I will  build  My  Church.” 

The  Church  of  Rome  has  built  up  the 
hierarchy  with  the  Pope  as  its  head,  upon 
this  passage.  The  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury sits  upon  his  throne,  claiming  to 
represent  the  "historic  order.”  But  mil- 
lions of  Christians  to-day  repudiate  the 
claims  of  both.  When  the  twelve  dis- 
ciples heard  the  Master  utter  these  words 
it  could  not  have  dawned  upon  their 
minds  that  He  meant  an  hierarchical  sys- 
tem with  Peter  as  its  chief.  And  these 
disciples,  in  interpreting  the  Master's 
words  later  in  the  ISTew  Testament,  gave 
no  hint  of  such  a meaning.  The  simplest 
explanation  is  the  safest  and  surest. 

THE  CHURCH  IS  A SOCIETY  FOUNDED  BY  CHRIST. 

"My  Church.”  He  wrote  no  books.  He 
organized  no  army.  He  accumulated  no 
wealth.  His  great  mission  was  to  lay  the 
foundation  for  His  Church  in  His  cross. 
The  word  church,  ecclesia , was  familiar  to 
the  disciples.  It  was  continually  meet- 
ing them  in  the  Greek  version  of  the  Old 
Testament,  the  Septuagent.  The  mean- 
ing always  was  "the  congregation  of  the 
Lord.”  They  would  know  that  wherever 
two  or  three  were  gathered  together  in 
His  name,  in  submission  to  His  authority 
.and  obedience  to  His  will,  there  He  was 
in  their  midst,  and  that  was  the  Church. 
The  eleven  in  the  upper  room,  the  one 


hundred  and  twenty  disciples  in  Jerusa- 
lem, the  five  hundred  brethren  in  Gali- 
lee to  whom  He  appeared,  the  council  at 
Jerusalem  for  to  consider  matters  of 
moment'  and  whose  findings  seemed  good 
unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  them,  were 
the  Church.  "Where  Christ  is,  there  is  the 
Church.”  When  the  prelates  said  to 
James  Renwick,  "You  are  the  only  min- 
ister the  Cameronian  Covenanters  have,” 
he  replied,  "I  am  the  Church,  with  Jesus 
Christ,  whose  I am  and  Whom  I serve.” 
In  the  heathen  world  to-day  each  mis- 
sionary will  gather  a little  group  of  new 
converts  and  lead  them  in  worship. 
There  in  every  case  is  the  Church. 
It  always  implies  the  ordinances,  the 
word,  sacraments  and  prayer,  and  of- 
ficers, laws  and  censures  by  which  He 
visibly  governs  them.  For  in  Ephesians, 
fourth  chapter,  we  read  of  His  ascen- 
sion gifts.  "He  gave  to  some  apostles, 
to  some  prophets,  to  some  pastors  and 
teachers;  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints, 
unto  the  work  of  ministering  unto  the 
building  up  of  the  body  of  Christ;  till 
we  all  attain  unto  the  unity  of  the  faith, 
and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God, 
unto  a full  grown  man,  unto  the  measure 
of  the  stature  of  the  fullness  of  Christ.” 

THE  CHURCH  IS  A SOCIETY  MADE  UP  OF  THOSE 

WHOSE  HEARTS  THE  LORD  HAS  TOUCHED. 

After  Saul  had  been  selected  king  at 
Mizpeh,  there  went  with  him  to  Gibrah 
"a  band  of  men,  whose  hearts  God  had 
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touched.”  The  Saviour  said,  “No  man  can 
come  unto  Me  except  the  Father  who 
hath  sent  Me  draw  him.”  “All  that  the 
Father  hath  given  He,  shall  come  to  Me.” 
“He  that  cometh  unto  Me  I will  in  no 
wise  cast  out.”  And  when  Peter  had  made 
his  great  confession  of  the  Deity  of  Christ, 
that  so  strikingly  contrasted  with  the  ver- 
dict of  others,  that  He  was  only  a great 
man  like  other  Old  Testament  heroes,  the 
Saviour  pronounced  this  encomium : 
“Blessed  art  thou,  Simon  Bar-Jona,  for 
ftesh  and  blood  hath  not  revealed  it  unto 
thee,  but  My  Father  who  is  in  heaven.” 
The  weakness  of  the  Church  to-day  arises 
from  indifference  to  the  Master’s  condi- 
tion of  membership.  “Marvel  not  that  I 
said  unto  you,  ye  must  be  born  again. 
Except  a man  be  born  of  the  Spirit,  he 
cannot  see  the  Kingdom  of  God.”  A ship 
at  sea  is  safe  as  long  as  the  water  is  kept 
outside.  But  let  the  water  in,  and  the 
vessel  is  soon  water-logged,  and  soon 
sinks.  The  Church  in  the  world  is  safe  as 
long  as  it  is  kept  outside.  Pressure,  op- 
position, persecution  from  the  w'orld  help 
to  keep  her  pure.  But  let  the  world  come 
in  and  the  Spirit  go  out,  and  the  Church 
is  at  the  mercy  of  the  world,  as  Samson 
in  the  hands  of  the  Philistines  with  his 
]ocks  shorn  and  his  eyes  put  out.  A soci- 
ety may  have  great  numbers  and  wealth 
and  scholarship  and  social  prestige,  and 
political  influence.  But  if  it  have  not  the 
power  of  God’s  Spirit,  it  is  a cipher.  And 
a society  may  be  small  numerically  and 
poor  in  this  world’s  goods,  and  the  mem- 
bership ignorant  and  unlearned.  Yet 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  in  their 
hearts,  they  are  the  powei:  of  God.  They 
are  “the  live  wire”  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Whoever  touches  the  “live  rail”  is  killed 
by  the  electric  shock.  Whoever  comes  in 
contact  with  a Spirit-filled  Christian  re- 
ceives the  bolt  that  slays  the  old  man 
and  makes  him  a new  creature. 


THE  CHURCH  IS  A SOCIETY  FOUNDED  UPON  THE 
CONFESSION  THAT  CHRIST  IS  GOD. 

“Thou  art  Peter,  and  on  this  rock  I 
will  build  My  Church.”  There  is  a 
criticism  on  the  words  used.  Peter  is 
petros , and  rock  is  petra.  The  first  is  a 
small  stone;  the  second  the  great  bed- 
rock. The  first  is  a mere  man;  the  sec- 
ond is  the  God  of  heaven.  But  the  usual 
explanation  is  that  the  Master  made 
Peter’s  confession  of  Christ’s  Deity  the 
foundation.  “Thou  art  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  the  living  God.”  The  Church  rests 
upon  the  Godhead  of  Christ.  When  the 
angel  announced  the  birth  of  Christ  to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  he  said:  “The  Holy 
Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  the 
power  of  the  highest  shall  overshadow 
thee;  therefore  that  holy  thing  that  shall 
be  born  of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of 
God.”  When  He  wsfs  baptized  at  Jordan 
the  heavens  were  opened,  the  Spirit  de- 
scended in  the  form  of  a dove  and  abode 
upon  Him,  and  the  voice  of  the  Father 
from  the  excellent  glory  proclaimed 
“This  is  My  beloved  Son,  in  Whom  I am 
well  pleased.”  On  the  Mount  of  Trans- 
figuration, the  same  voice  proclaimed  the 
same  words.  On  the  Cross  there*  were 
such  evidences  of  His  deity  that  the  Cen- 
turion exclaimed,  “Truly,  this  man  was 
the  Son  of  God.”  And  the  Apostle  Paul 
said,  “He  was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of 
God  with  power  (emphatically  declared) 
by  His  resurrection  from  the  dead.” 
Paul  said,  “If  Christ  is  not  risen,  your 
faith  is  vain;  you  are  yet  in  your  sins.” 
Christ’s  resurrection  is  the  proof  of  His 
deity,  and  if  He  be  not  God,  there  is  no 
salvation  for  any  sinner.  In  the  fourth 
century  Arius  denied  Christ’s  Godhead. 
Athanasius  contended  for  His  deity.  In 
the  Council  of  Nicea,  325,  the  battle  was 
fought.  Thomas  Carlisle  said,  “All  the 
Christian  world  fought  over  a Greek 
diphthong.  Arius  said  Homoiousion — 
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like  God.  Athanasius  said  Ilomoousion 
— He  is  God.”  But  later  Carlisle  recalled 
this  and  said:  “The  great  battle  of  the 
Christian  centuries  was  fought  in  that 
Council.  If  Arius  had  defeated  Athan- 
asius, the  Christian  Church  had  gone 
down  in  darkness.”  In  the  eighteenth 
century  Deism  swept  over  the  British 
Isles.  John  Wesley  and  George  White- 
field  were  forbidden  by  the  Bishop  to 
preach  in  churches  and  were  compelled  to 
adopt  “field  preaching,”  because  they 
would  condemn  the  card  playing,  theater 
going,  dancing  ministers.  And  Thomas 
Watson  and  the  Erskines  separated  from 
the  established  church  of  Scotland  for  the 
same  reason.  In  Hew  England  it  settled 
down  like  a dark  pall  and  compelled  the 
great  Jonathan  Edwards  to  resign  his 
pulpit.  To  this  day  Puritan  and  Pilgrim 
have  been  atrophied,  Andover  and  Har- 
vard have  poisoned  the  wells.  A Chris- 
tianity that  denies  the  virgin  birth  of 
Christ,  the  validity  of  His  miracles.  His 
vicarious  death  upon  the  cross,  and  the 
reality  of  His  resurrection  from  the  dead, 
has  no  saving  message.  It  is'  twice  dead, 
plucked  up  by  the  roots.  Only  a Divine 
Saviour  can  cleanse  the  leprosy  that  has 
smitten  the  Christian  nations,  raise  the 
heathen  nations  from  the  grave  in  which 
they  have  long  been  buried,  and  transform 
the  world  from  a barren  wilderness  to  a 
fruitful  garden.  Billy  Sunday  is  a ter- 
rible cyclone  because  he  is  linked  to  the 
God-man.  Dr.  Henry  Jessup  in  Beirut, 
Cyrus  Hamlin  in  Constantinople,  David 
Livingstone  in  Africa,  John  G.  Paton  in 
Hew  Hebrides,  were  burning  and  shining 
lights  because  the  Son  of  God  was  re- 
vealed in  them. 

THE  CHURCH  IS  A SOCIETY  ENDUED  WITH  VIC= 

TORIOUS  MORAL  AND  SPIRITUAL  ENERGY. 

“The  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail 
against  it.”  The  disciples  would  under- 
stand that  “the  gates”  meant  the  govern- 


ment. The  elders  sit  in  the  gate  of  an 
Eastern  city  for  counsel.  The  king  stands 
in  the  gate  as  his.  army  goes  forth  to  bat- 
tle. “The  Sublime  Porte”  is  the  French, 
and  “the  exalted  gate”  the  English  for 
Turkish  government.  “The  gates  of  hell” 
signifies  the  thrones,  dominions,  princi- 
palities and  powers  of  fallen  angels,  of 
which  Satan  is  the  head.  Our  Lord  met 
and  overcame  this  empire  of  darkness  in 
His  Cross.  Satan  used  the  Roman  pagan 
empire  to  persecute  the  early  Church. 
But  paganism  went  down,  and  Christian- 
ity ascended  the  throne  of  the  Caesars  in 
323.  Satan  used  Rome  Papal  to  perse- 
cute. And  in  Mexico  and  Europe  the 
Papal  beast  and  the  mother  of  harlots  are 
being  judged.  He  who  said:  “I  will  over- 
turn Chaldea,  overturn  Medo-Persia, 
overturn  Greece,  preparatory  to  the  com- 
ing of  the  Son  of  Man,”  is  now  saying, 
“1  will  overturn  Germany  and  the  Triple 
Alliance,  overturn  Great  Britain  and  the 
Triple  Entente,  overturn  the  Papal  hier- 
archy, to  the  end  that  Messiah,  the  Prince, 
may  be  received  and  honored  as  King  and 
the  people  saved  by  His  Cross.  He  must 
reign  until  His  enemies  are  made  His 
footstool.”  He  is  riding  upon  the  white 
horse,  and  the  armies  of  heaven  follow 
upon  white  horses.  “Behold,  I shake 
heaven  and  earth  (Church  and  State) 
that  the  things  which  cannot  be  shaken 
may  remain.” 

THE  CHURCH  IS  A SOCIETY  INVESTED  WITH  THE 

POWER  OF  THE  KEYS  OF  THE  KINGDOM 
OF  HEAVEN. 

The  disciples  understood  that  the  scribes 
held  the  keys  of  knowledge.  The  symbol 
of  Hillel  or  Gamaliel  or  Shammai  was  a' 
man  holding  a key.  Sir  Isaac  Hewton 
used  the  key  in  unlocking  certain  scien- 
tific principles  unknown  before,  and 
Kepler  used  the  key  in  discovering  certain 
laws  of  the  planets.  Morse  in  the  tele- 
graph, Edison  in  the  telephone  and  elec- 
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trie  light,  used  the  key.  It  is  just  so  in 
the  religious  sphere.  “Every  scribe  that 
is  instructed  in  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  is 
like  unto  a householder  who  bringeth 
forth  out  of  his  treasures  things  new  and 
old.”  The  Master  did  that,  and  the  apos- 
tles did  it.  Peter  used  the  key  to  Joel’s 
prophecy  on  Pentecost,  and  8,000  were 
enlightened.  Peter  at  Samaria  and  Joppa 
and  Caesarea  used  the  key  to  open  the 
door  for  Gentiles  to  enter  the  Kingdom 
through  Christ.  Stephen  used  the  key  to 
open  the  Old  Testament  to  the  Jewish 
council  and  they  stoned  him.  Savonarola 
in  Florence  used  the  ke}^  to  the  gospel  and 
the  Roman  p relates  hung  and  burned  him. 
Luther,  translating  the  Bible  into  Ger- 
man, and  Wyckliffe  into  English,  were 
using  the  key  to  open  the  Scriptures  to 
the  people.  James  Melville,  seizing  the 
sleeve  of  King  James  VI.  of  Scotland 
and  calling  him  a “silly  vassal”  for  ig- 
noring King  Jesus,  was  using  the  key. 
John  Brown,  in  dying  by  the  Virginia 
hangman  because  he  smote  slavery,  was 
using  the  key.  Livingstone  used  the  key 
in  Africa,  Carey  and  Duff  in  India, 
Adoniram  Judson  in  Burmah,  and  Mor- 
rison in  China. 

THE  CHURCH  IS  A SOCIETY  WHOSE  OFFICE  AND 
PROVINCE  IN  USING  THE  KEYS  REQUISL 
TIONS  THE  RESOURCES  OF  CHRIST’S 
UNIVERSAL  MEDIATORIAL 
DOMINION. 

The  Church  is  Christ’s  body.  But  the 
Kingdom  embraces  all  things  in  heaven, 
earth  and  hell.  All  power  in  heaven  and 
on  earth  has  been,  given  to  Christ.  He  is 
made  head  over  all  things  to  His  Church, 
which  is  His  body,  the  fullness  of  Him 
that  filletli  all  in  all.  The  holy  angels  in 
heaven  and  fallen  angels  in  hell  are  un- 
der His  dominion.  Fire,  hail,  clouds, 
wind  and  snow:  the  nations  and  their 
government's  and  armies  and  treasuries 
are  all  in  His  hand;  beasts  of  forests,  cat- 
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tie  all,  birds  of  the  air  and  fishes  of  the 
sea,  are  all  His.  He  hisses,  and  the  fly 
from  the  uttermost  part  of  the  river  of 
Egypt  and  the  bee  from  Assyria,  come  up 
and  execute  His  orders.  Because  He 
reigns,  all  things  work  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  God.  This  great  war 
that  gives  pause  to  our  missions  in  Syria, 
Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus,  and  troubles  the 
missionaries,  their  families  and  the  con- 
verts, is  God’s  sovereign  way  of  prepar- 
ing the  field  for  a great  harvest,  and  His 
servants  for  the  responsible  work  of  reap- 
ing it.  But  the  Church  holds  the  keys 
of  Christ’s  Kingdom,  which  reaches  from 
the  roofless  heavens  to  the  bottomless  pit. 
She  has  a message  for  herself.  The 
Church  must  be  scriptural  in  her  doc- 
trine, discipline,  worship  and  government. 
She  has  a message  to  the  State,  that  civil 
government  is  an  ordinance  of  God;  rul- 
ers are  God’s  ministers  to  the  people  for 
good;  obedience  to  just  and  legal  author- 
ity is  obedience  to  God;  the  State  should 
recognize  Almighty  God  as  the  source  of 
all  authority,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
King  • of  nations,  and  the  Bible  as  the 
fountain  of  all  law.  She  has  a message  to 
the  family.  It  is  the  arrangement,  ap- 
pointment and  contrivance  of  heaven  for 
man;  husband  and  wife,  father  and 
mother,  son  and  daughter,  brother  and 
sister,  are  under  law  to  God  as  superior, 
inferior  and  equal.  She  has  a message  to 
labor  and  capital;  employer  must  give  a 
fair  day’s  pay  for  a fair  day’s  work — a 
wage  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
working  man  and  his  family;  and  em- 
ployee must  do  faithful  work  as  unto  the 
Lord  and  not  to  men.  She  has  a message 
to  the  races,  that  God  hath  made  of  one 
blood  all  nations  to  dwell  on  all  the  face 
of  the  earth,  and  in  Christ  there  is  neither 
Jew  nor  Greek,  neither  Caucasian  nor 
Xegro,  neither  Japanese  nor  Turk, 
neither  male  nor  female,  but  all  are  one 
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in  Him.  The  Church  holds  the  keys  of 
the  Kingdom  of  heaven.  She  opens  and 
no  man  shuts,  and  shuts  and  no  man 
opens.  How  terrible  the  responsibility! 
The  world  will  perish  for  lack  of  knowl- 
edge if  the  Church  does  not  use  the  keys. 


The  question  is  not,  Will  the  heathen  be 
lost  if  they  do  not  hear  the  gospel?  God 
will  deal  fairly  with  them.  But  the  fear- 
ful question  is : How  can  the  Church,  be 
saved  if  she  neglect  the  use  of  the  keys  in 
opening  the  word  to  the  perishing  world  ? 


Prayer  is  a fixed  habit,  a constant  breath,  the  bulk  of  one’s  life,  the  practice  of 
fellowship  with  God,  a normal,  incessant  and  inevitable  outflow  of  one’s  entire  nature 
as  a child  of  God. 

It  involves  praise,  adoration,  conference,  intercession,  refreshment,  serenity,  joy, 
confident  expectation,  love,  compassion  for  one’s  fellow,  devotion  to  the  Kingdom, 
forgetfulness  of  self  in  serving,  tenderness  of  heart,  the  spirit  afid  habit  of  loving  kind- 
ness, an  abounding  trust,  a lively  sense  of  the  Heavenly  Father’s  presence — and  what- 
ever else  goes  to  make  up  the  character  and  habit  of  Jesus  Christ.  Why?  Because 
all  true  prayer  is  prayer  in  Jesus’  name — and  in  Scripture  “name”  stands  for  character. 
We  pray  in  proportion  as  we  lead  the  Christian  life;  the  one  goes  out  with  the  other. 

We  pray  as  we  live — as  devotees  of,  and  as  absorbed  in,  the  great  Enterprise. 
Selfishness  disappears.  Personal  petition  for  purely  personal  ends  is  not  thought  of. 
We  have  difficulties  to  meet,  but  these  stand  related  to  God’s  ends,  which  we  have 
made  our  own.  They  still  have  a personal  note,  as  did  Christ’s  plea  in  Gethsemane ; 
but  our  sense  of  personal  ordeal  melts  into  our  sense  of  the  needs  of  the  Kingdom,  and  so 
our  will  is  merged  in  God’s  will.  When  we  really  pray,  God  and  we  are  thus  far  one, 
and  victory  is  sure. — John  T.  Faris. 


How  shall  we  carry  out  the  Apostle’s  counsel,  “Stir  up  the  gift  that  is  in  thee”? 

Let  us  clearly  recognize  that  our  sacred  fire  may  smoulder.  To  be  conscious  of 
a peril  is  to  have  taken  the  first  step  to  escape  it. 

Let  us  deliberately  put  our  wills  behind  our  gifts.  Do  not  leave  the  gift  to  look 
after  itself.  Put  your  will  behind  it.  For  instance,  put  your  will  behind  your  love 
and  ever  extend  its  dominion.  Let  it  be  driven  by  a will  intent  on  retaining  the  glow 
and  multiplying  its  conquest. 

Let  us  range  our  imaginations  in  support  of  our  wills.  The  will  and  the  imagina- 
tion can  together  do  much  to  keep  any  passion  burning.  If  will  is  to  drive  compas- 
sion, imagination  must  supply  the  yes  to  will.  Let  the  will  and  the  imagination  be 
at  work,  for  instance,  upon  the  needs  and  sorrows  of  a great  city,  and  the  gift  of  com- 
passion will  be  kept  burning.  # 

We  must  “pray  without  ceasing.”  We  must  so  dispose  our  souls  toward  heaven  that 
the  breath  of  God  can  blow  upon  us  continually.  If  we  drop  prayer,  we  shut  out 
the  moving  air;  when  we  take  up  our  abode  in  Lotus  Land,  our  finer  passions  cool 
and  all  the  noblest  passions  fall  to  sleep. 

And,  lastly,  we  must  offer  the  sacrifice  of  praise.  A thankful  spirit  supplies  mystic 
oxjrgen  to  every  sacred  flame.  The  really  thankful  heart  is  never  narcotized  by  the 
unfriendly  forces  in  its  surroundings.  “Keep  thy  spirit  wakeful  with  a thankful  pas- 
sion.”— J.  H.  Jowett. 
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Syria,  Latakia. — 'Writing  from  Omaha, 
Neb.,  Oct.  7,  Bev.  S.  Edgar  sends  items 
from  Syria : 

You  may  be  glad  to  know  we  had  a 
short  note  from  Cousin  Maggie  Edgar, 
dated  Latakia,  Aug.  4.  “All  well.  Very, 
very  hot  summer.  Miss  Wylie  seems  to 
feel  the  heat  a good  deal.  Great  need 
among  the  people.  She  is  lonely  for  us 
all/" 

I am  sure  she  is  lonely  in  that  big 
house  and  yard  and  no  boarding  school  to 
keep  her  busy.  May  our  Lord  fit  her  and 
them  for  all  these  hard  places.  She  said 
also  Dr.  Stewart  is  still  kept  busy  with 
Consular  affairs. 

I have  been  at  Superior  for  communion 
and  am  to  be  at  Wyman,  Iowa,  for  next 
two  Sabbaths,  then  on  to  Blanchard  for 
communion. 

What  tragedies  among  the  Armenians ! 
May  our  Lord  fit  them  for  it  all. 

% 

Letter  received  by  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny 
from  the  Bev.  J.  S.  Stewart,  of  Latakia, 
dated  Aug.  18,  contains  the  following 
information : 

I have  just  now  received  yours  of 
April  30,  and  will  distribute  the  sums 
named  if  possible.  I also  received  yours 
of  May  6,  and  on  July  14  yours  of  May 
27.  The  cash  was  received  and  paid  as 
ordered.  I afso  have  yours  of  June  2, 
referring  to  change  in  the  Manual.  1 
wrote  to  you  June  19,  also  sent  you 
financial  report  to  end  of  June.  The  ac- 
counts have  not  yet  been  audited,  but  I 
will  get  Miss  E.  at  it  some  of  these  days, 
and  send  you  an  annual  report  audited. 

Miss  Wylie  is  not  as  well  as  usual.  I 
have  had  some  fever  myself.  A letter 


from  Dr.  Sommerville  of  May  28,  con- 
tains the  unwelcome  news  that  he  and  you 
were  both  resigning.  I guess  we  are  or- 
phans now.  Our  Mission  cash  is  all  spent. 
We  must  hear  from  you  or  your  successor 
very  soon.  I sent  you  a cablegram  over  a 
month  ago,  asking  for  relief  funds,  but 
have  no  response.  The  Standard  Oil  has 
no  funds  here.  I hope  you  can  send 
through  the  Presbyterian  Board  to  Dana, 
Treasurer,  Beirut. 

Asia  Minor,  Mersina. — A letter  of 
Aug.  6 shows  Bev.  A.  J.  McFarland  in 
good  spirits:* 

Yours  of  June  18  just  received.  We 
have  no  letters  from  the  States  of  later 
date  than  that,  so  far  as  I have  heard, 
although  we  have  papers  up  to  Aug.  14. 
Until  about  two  months  ago  letters  were 
coming  through  fairly  regularly  in  about 
thirty  days,  but  there  has  been  a decided' 
falling  off  in  letters  since  that  time,  while 
papers  seem  to  be  coming  more  promptly 
than  ever.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
we  share  in  the  universal  regret  on  ac- 
count of  your  resignation.  Of  course  we 
know  that  no  work  of  God  is  dependent 
on  any  individual,  but  you  had  served 
this  cause  so  long  and  so  efficiently  that 
we  had  come  to  feel,  unconsciously  as  it 
were,  that  foreign  missions  would  come  to 

* Olive  Trees  is  glad  to  have  the  fore- 
going letter  from  Bev.  A.  J.' McFarland, 
and  publishes  it,  not  even  leaving  out  per- 
sonal references.  But  its  readers  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  fact  that  the  re- 
tired Secretary  is  an  old  man  and  must 
soon  leave  room. i in  its  columns  for  some- 
thing else  than  hind  words  about  liis  wofh 
while  he  was  with  you. 
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a sudden  halt  when  Dr.  Sommerville 
ceased  to  be  Corresponding  Secretary. 
That  there  was  a severe  jolt  we  are  fully 
conscious,  but  we  know  that  it  is  the 
stronger  evidence  of  the  faithfulness  and 
efficiency  of  your  administration  that  the 
work  wiil  not  halt.  And  we  are  convinced 
also  that  your  work  has  not  ceased,  be- 
cause you  have  laid  down  the  official  pen 
or  handed  it  to  another.  “And  in  old 
age,  when  others  fade,  they  fruit  still 
forth  shall  bring.”  He  who  has  wrought 
so  much  through  you  will  continue  to 
work  through  you  in  His  own  way  until 
He  is  ready  to  usher  you  into  that  rest 
that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God. 

Our  daughter  and  I have  just  returned 
from  a two  weeks*  sojourn  in  the  moun- 
tains, which  was  very  refreshing;  mini- 
mum temperature  here  when  we  left,  80 
and  there  60.  Had  several  good  rains 
while  there,  which  added  to  the  enjoy- 
ment and  benefit  of  the  visit.  Nights 
are  cooler  here  now  and  we  hope  for  rain 
ere  long,  which  will  break  the  monotony 
of  the  hot  spell. 

All  but  our  family  and  Miss  Sterrett 
are  in  the  mountains  just  now,  although 
the  Doctor  has  spent  most  of  his  time 
right  here.  All  are  in  usual  health.  We 
are  continuing  some  relief  work,  distrib- 
uting about  four  barrels  per  week  on  the 
average.  We  are  about  at  the  end  of  our 
funds,  but  are  trusting  the  Lord  will  pro- 
vide the  means  to  continue,  if  not  in- 
crease the  help  we  are  now. giving.  For 
obvious  reasons  we  cannot  give  details 
nor  make  an  appeal  in  the  usual  way. 

We  all  join  in  kindest  regards  both  to 
Mrs.  Sommer ville  and  yourself. 

China,  Cheung  Chau —The  following 
interesting  letter,  dated  Aug.  11,  1915, 
is  from  Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf: 

We  were  somewhat  surprised  by  the 
news  of  Dr.  Metheny’s  resignation  as 


treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions. I hope  the  multitude  and  variety 
of  big  demands  and  troublesome  little  re- 
quests made  on  his  time  and  strength  by 
the  workers  on  the  field  were  not  the  cause 
of  his  resignation.  As  far  as  the  China 
Mission  is  concerned,  the  Doctor’s  work 
as  treasurer  of  the  Board  was  all  that  we 
could  desire.  And  we  also  feel  under 
great  obligation  to  him  for  the  many 
kindnesses  and  favors  he  has  done  for  us — 
favors  which,  while  in  line  with  the  treas- 
urer’s work,  yet  did  not  rightly  belong  to 
his  duty  as  treasurer;  but  nevertheless 
he  did  them  for  us  because  of  his  good- 
ness of  heart  and  his  interest  in  the 
Church’s  work  on  the  foreign  field.  We 
are  sorry  he  has  found  it  necessary  to 
resign. 

Yesterday  Dr.  Robb  went  back  to  Tak 
Hing  with  another  six  tons  of  rice  and 
some  money  for  the  flood  sufferers.  Our 
native  helpers  engaged  in  flood  relief 
work  say  the  worst  is  not  yet.  Some  farm- 
ers were  able  to  gather  in  a part  of  the 
rice  crop  before  the  flood  came.  The  rice 
was  hardly  ripe,  but  better  have  it  than 
none  at  all.  When  this  green  rice  is  all 
used  up  in  a month  or  two  then  there 
will  be  many  more  people  feeling  the 
pinch  of  famine. 

From  Shin  Hing  down  through  the 
Canton  Delta  the  conditions  are  much 
worse  than  in  Tak  Hing  district.  Calls 
are  coming  to  Cheung  Chau  for  mission- 
aries,  men,  to  take  charge  of  relief  parties 
and  assist  in  distributing  food  and  medi- 
cines. 

I have  just  received  word  from  Fung 
Tsuan  saying  that  conditions  there  are' 
ten  times  worse  than  last  year. 

A letter,  dated  Aug.  25,  brought  to 
Mr.  Steele  the  following  items  from  Rev. 
Julius  Kempf : 

On  the  9th  Dr.  Robb  took  another  six 


260 


News  of  the  Churches. 


tons  of  rice  and  some  money  to  Tak  Hing 
for  the  flood  sufferers.  He  was  not  feel- 
ing well  when  he  reached  Tak  Hing,  so 
did  not  stay  more  than  twelve  hours.  He 
returned  to  Cheung  Chau  on  the  13th. 

Our  native  Christians  engaged  in  relief 
work  say  the  worst  is  not  yet.  Some  of 
the  flrst  rice  crop  was  gathered  in  a 
liurry  when  the  people  saw  the  flood  com- 
ing. This  rice,  though  scarcely  ripe,  is 
better  than  nothing,  and  is  keeping  many 
from  starving  just  now,  but  it  will  soon 
be  used  up,  in  a month  or  six  weeks,  and 
then  many  more  will  feel  the  pinch  of 
famine. 

Anbther  flood  was  predicted  for  this 
week,  but  it  has  not  come.  The  river, 
however,  remains  unusually  high,  so  high 
that  the  flood  waters  cannot  be  drained 
off  the  fields  and  ground  cannot  be  pre- 
pared for  the  fall  crops. 

At  Shin  Hing  and  in  the  district  below 
the  conditions  are  much  worse  than  in 
the  Tak  Hing  district.  Calls  are  coming 
to  Cheung  Chau  for  volunteers,  mission- 
aries, to  take  charge  of  relief  parties 
and  help  distribute  food  and  medicines. 

So  far,  we  have  used  only  about  $300 
out  of  the  Mission’s  relief  fund.  The 
eighteen  tons  of  rice  which  we  have  dis- 
tributed up  to  date,  and  which  is  valued 
at  about  $1,200,  was  given  to  us  by  the 
Tung  Wo  Charitable  Organization  of 
Hong  Kong. 

I expect  to  return  to  Tak  Hing  on  the 
30th. 

4 

Olive  Trees  has  a personal  letter  from 
Hr.  Kathryn  McBurney,  written  from 
Los  Angeles,  Sept.  29,  1915,  from  which 
we  select  a few  sentences  for  publication: 

Your  letter  to  me  went  to  China,  went 
the  rounds  there,  and  has  now  been  re- 
turned to  me  here. 

I am  entirely  over  the  attack  of  malaria 
from  which  I was  suffering  when  at  Seat- 


tle, and  am  doing  all  I know  to  get  the 
poison  entirely  out  of  my  system,  and 
hope  I may  do  so  before  returning  to 
China.  I am  taking  treatment  from  my 
brother,  and  have  told  him  I expect  him 
to  get  me  to  such  a state  of  vigor  as  will 
give  me  100  per  cent,  grade  when  I take 
my  health  examination  for  the  next  term 
of  service  in  China,  and  he  assures  me  he 
is  hopeful.  This  California  climate  is 
certainly  a great  help  in  the  way  of  a 
tonic,  and  I am  thankful  to  have  the 
combination  of  it  with  my  brother’s  treat- 
ment. I am  feeling  fine,  and  am  waiting 
to  hear  what  is  the  advice  of  the  Board, 
and  then  I will  try  to  sketch  out  a pro- 
gram for  at  least  a.  part  of  the  year.  I 
have  spoken  of  the  work  twice  here,  and 
am  expected  to  speak  again  on  the  coming 
Sabbath.  Then  there  are  three  other 
meetings  to  be  held-  in  the  near  future, 
where  I will  have  opportunity  to  tell  of 
some  things  that  my  eyes  have  seen  or  my 

ears  have  heard.  

The  California  climate  is  so  different 
from  the  climate  in  China  that  we  feel 
the  difference  almost  as  soon  as  we  ar- 
rive. The  rains  have  not  yet  begun,  but 
there  are  fruits,  vegetables  and  flowers 
in  abundance  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the 
body,  and  to  delight  the  eye.  The  friends 
here  are  so  good  to  us  when  we  come  home 
that  it  is  a wonder  we  are  not  spoiled  by 
it.  Perhaps  we  are,  but  I must  confess 
that  I have  already  felt  several  times  that 
I would  like  to  see  the  workers  and  the 
Chinese  in  Tak  Hing  and  the  other  sta- 
tions. I hear  from  them,  but  not  as 
much  nor  as  often  as  I would  like  to  hear. 

I know  just  how  it  is,  so  try  to  not  expect 
too  much;  but  still  I am  never  to  the 
place  where  I feel  that  I have  heard 
enough.  I am  so  sorry  for  the  Chinese. 
There  will  be  so  many  in  want,  and  it  will 
be  hard  to  get  the  help  to  all  the  needy' 
in  time  to  save  their  lives.  Then  we  have 
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sucli  heart-rending  accounts  from  the 
Armenians,  that  it  seems  as  if  the  wrath 
of  the  Almighty  was  being  poured  out  on 
a large  part  of  the  earth.  We  Christians 
have  a big  opportunity  for  prayer,  and 
there  is  great  need  for  it.  The  Chinese 
were  following  with  interest  the  meagre 


reports  on  the  war,  and  they  were  really 
getting  about  the  same  reports  that  we 
were.  Their  dailies  have  the  same  source 
for  news  that  our  papers  have,  and  ours 
came  from  Hong  Kong,  while  theirs  were 
printed  in  Canton  and  reached  Talc  King 
earlier. 


AT  HOME. 


Ohio,  Utica.— It  is  with  deep  sorrow 
that  the  Ladies*  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Utica,  Ohio,  announce  the  death  of  their 
oldest  member,  Mrs.  Agnes  A.  Reynolds, 
who  passed  to  her  eternal  reward  Aug. 
.26,  1915,  at  the  age  of  ninety-four  years. 
The  friends  of  her  generation  had  all 
gone  before,  but  she  lived  in  pleasant 
recollection  and  hope  for  reunion. 

William  Reynolds,  her  husband,  was 
taken  from  her  after  a married  life  of 
forty  years  in  October,  1885. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Reynolds*  death  she  re- 
moved from  the  farm  to  a comfortable 
home  in  Utica,  0.,  where  she  lived  until 
called  to  her  home  in  heaven.  A life- 
loUg  member  of  the  Covenanter  Church, 
and  one  always  ready  and  willing  to  help 
in  every  good  work,  truly  a Mother  in 
Israel. 

She  seldom  missed  attending  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  when  able  to  be  pres- 
ent, and  with  her  kindly  ways  encouraged 
and  helped  the  work.  She  lived  for  the 
welfare  of  others.  She  did  what  she 
could,  and  the  promise  was  fulfilled,  “With 
length  of  days  will  I satisfy  thee  and  will 
show  thee  My  salvation.** 

We  mourn  her  loss,  and  the  vacancy  in 
our  midst,  but  we  know  “to  be  with  Him 
is  far  better.** 

Committee. 


Kansas,  Winchester. — The  L.  M.  Soci- 
ety presents  this  report  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  1,  1915 : 

Our  Society  has  held  twelve  regular 
meetings,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
twenty  members. 

The  activities  of  the  Society  have  been 
conducted  by  various  committees,  and  the 
results  of  their  work  are  shown  in  a care- 
fully prepared  devotional  program  for 
each  meeting  and  increased  membership, 
visiting  sick  and  shut-ins,  distribution  of 
literature,  and  loved  ones  who  have  been 
called  to  higher  service  have  been  remem- 
bered with  floral  tributes,  and  bouquets 
with  Scripture  texts  attached  have  been 
sent  to  all  our  afflicted  ones;  a social  for 
Miss  Elma  French,  and  a box  of  bandages 
sent  to  the  Bethesda  Leper  Home.  We 
have  an  enrollment  of  53  members.  Our 
mission  study  was  “Immigrant  Forces.** 

For  a number  of  years  we  have  been 
supporting  a girl  in  school  in  China,  and 
two  girls  in  Miss  Sterrett*s  school  in  Mer- 
sina. 

The  Master  came  and  called  “Come 
up  higher**  to  two  of  our  older  members. 
Mothers  Cathcart  and  Curry.  Their 
lives  were  a benediction  to  us,  and  may 
we  imitate  their  godly  example.  By  these 
providences  we  are  admonished,  “Be  ye 
also  ready.** 

Miss  Laura  Weir,  Sec’y. 
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Treasurer's  Report. 
Receipts. 


Balance,  June,  1914 $15.30 

Monthly  dues  73.30 

Free-will  offerings 35.85 

Special  donations 56.48 

Bequest  of  Mrs.  Nancy 
Curry  50.00 


Benevolent 35.00 

Gift  to  Miss  Elm  a French.  10.00 
Remembrance  to  Mrs.  Rev. 

D.  H.  Coulter 15.00 

Library  fund  5.00 

Anti-Polygamy  fund 5.00 

Devotional  programs 1.75 

Miscellaneous  14.83 


$230.93  $172.58 

Disbursements.  

Girl's  tuition  in  China.  . . .$25.00  Balance  in  treasury.  . . . $58.35 

Girls'  tuition  in  Mersina. . 60.00  Mrs.  Nannie  R.  French,  Treas. 

The  great  lack  of  our  life  is  that  we  do  not  pray  more.  And  there  is  no  failure  so  dis- 
astrous or  criminal  as  this.  It  is  very  difficult  to  account  for  it.  If  in  all  times  of 
discouragement  and  vicissitudes  we  could  have  access  to  one  of  the  wisest  and  noblest 
of  our  fellow  creatures,  or  to  some  venerated  departed  saint,  or  to  the  guardian  angel 
deputed  to  attend  our  steps,  how  strong  and  brave  we  should  become ! Whatever  our 
needs,  we  would  at  once  seek  His  august  presence  and  obtain  His  counsel  and  assistance. 

How  extraordinary  is  our  behavior,  then,  with  respect  to  prayer,  and  that  we  make 
so  little  of  our  opportunities  of  access  into  the  presence  of  our  Father,  in  Whom  wisdom, 
power  and  love  blend  perfectly,  and  Who  is  always  willing  to  hear  us — nay,  is  per- 
petually urging  us  to  come.  “This  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  in  Him,  that,  if  we 
ask  according  to  His  will,  He  heareth  us;  and  if  we  know  that  He  heareth  us,  what- 
soever we  ask,  we  know  that  we  have  the  petitions  that  we  desire  of  Him." — Vanguard. 


The  privilege  of  prayer  to  me  is  one  of  my  most  cherished  possessions,  because  faith 
and  experience  alike  convince  me  that  God  Himself  sees  and  answers,  and  His  an- 
swers I never  venture  to  criticise.  It  is  only  my  part  to  ask.  It  is  entirely  fiis  to 
give  or  withhold,  as  He  knows  it  best.  If  it  were  otherwise,  1 would  not  dare  to  pray 
at  all.  In  the  quiet  of  home,  in  the  heat  of  life  and  strife,  in  the  face  of  death,  tfce 
privilege  of  speech  with  God  is  inestimable.  I value  it  more  because  it  calls  for 
nothing  that  the  wayfaring  man,  though  a fool,  cannot  give — that  is,  the  simplest  ex- 
pression to  his  simplest  desire.  When  I can  neither  see,  nor  hear,  nor  speak,  still  I 
can  pray  so  that  God  can  hear.  When  i finally  pass  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  I expect  to  pass  through  it  in  conversation  with  Him.— Dr.  Grenfell. 


Let  us  take  short  views.  If  we  look  over  precipices,  we  shall  grow  dizzy.  If  we 
look  far  ahead,  we  shall  grow  discouraged.  Let  us  rather  put  our  weak  hands  into 
Christ’s  loving  grasp,  and  all  the  time  listen  to  His  cheering  words,  “Fear  not;  only 
trust." — T.  L.  Cuyler. 


In  the  conquests  of  Thy  might, 
May  I loyally  delight; 

In  Thy  ever  spreading  reign 


Triumph  as  my  greatest  gain; 
Make  me  conscious  by  this  sign, 
Saviour,  Sovereign,  I am  Thine. 
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THE  SECOND  COMING  OF  CHRIST-IS 
IT  PREMILLENNIAL  ? 

Dr.  R.  J.  G.  McKnight’s  little  brochure 
of  72  pages  on  the  above  subject  is  a most 
able  and  well-timed  exposure  of  one  of  the 
most  serious  religious  misapprehensions 
of  our  time,  viz.,  the  heresy  of  pre-mil- 
lennarianism.  This  erroneous  conception 
of  one  of  the  most  comforting  doctrines 
of  the  Divine  Word — the  second  coming 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ — has  taken  an 
astonishing  hold  on  the  minds  of  many 
who  otherwise  seem  to  be  sound,  orthodox, 
Christian  people,  and  it  is  probably  be- 
cause of  this  latter  fact  that  those  who 
hold  the  Scriptural  view — that  the  sec- 
ond coming  of  our  Lord  is  post-millen- 
nial— have  been  disinclined  to  make  the 
position  one  of  open  debate.  This  has 
been  a mistake,  and  pre-millennarians 
have  not  failed  to  take  advantage  of  it 
and  push  their  theory  among  the  un- 
thinking in  the  churches.  For  the  benefit 
of  such,  Dr.  McKnight  here  trenchantly 
and  with  admirable  conciseness  and  brev- 
ity not  only  exposes  the  unscriptural 
character  of  the  pre-millennarian  theory, 
but  also  proves  it  to  be  of  a very  per- 
nicious tendency,  and  therefore  not  de- 
serving of  the  toleration  which  it  has  so 
unwisely  received.  The  heresy  is  not  a 
new  one,  and  others  before  Dr.  McKnight 
have  dealt  with  it  at  length  in  volumes ; 
but  here  he  places  the  subject  in  its  com- 
prehensiveness before  the  reader  in  few 
wrords,  so  that  there  is  no  need  to  face 
an  expository  volume — this  pamphlet  will 
suffice.  For  in  it,  after  defining  terms 
and  clearing  away  the  argument  from 
antiquity,  he  examines  the  Scriptures  ad- 
duced by  pre-millennarians  for  their 
theory,  points  out  their  faulty  exegesis, 
and  shows  that  the  proper  understanding 


of  these  texts  proves  the  post-millennarian 
doctrine.  Moreover,  he  makes  it  clear 
that  the  pre-millennial  theory  is  utterly 
out  of  harmony  with  Scripture  in  several 
very  important  doctrines  and  duties.  It 
destroys  the  doctrine  of  the  unity  of  the 
Church,  the  one  Body  of  Christ.  It  would 
abrogate  the  atoning  sacrifice  of  the  Re- 
deemer by  restoring  the  sacrificial  ritual 
of  the  Jews.  It  refuses  to  grant  kingly 
dignity  to  the  Exalted  Saviour  until  He 
comes  to  reign  on  earth,  and  it  has  many 
absurd  corollaries,  one  of  the  most  seri- 
ous of  which  is  that  the  duty  of  carrying 
the  gospel  to  the  heathen  becomes  rather 
a ministry  of  condemnation  than  of  sal- 
vation. 

But  these  are  only  some  of  the  reasons 
Dr.  McKnight  gives  for  the  rejection  of 
this  heresy.  There  are  others  as  cogent 
which  space  forbids  mentioning.  In- 
deed, one  can  but  wonder  why  any  true 
] overs  of  the  Lord  Jesus  should  favor  this 
pre-millennarian  hypothesis.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  Apostle  is  appropriate;  “Are  ye 
not  yet  carnal?”  It  has  the  glitter  of  a 
materialistic  earthly  glory  for  saints 
which  wre  rejoice  in  the  goodness  of  God 
will  no  more  materialize  on  earth  than 
did  the  Jewish  conceptions  of  the  coming 
of  the  Messiah,  “God  having  provided 
some  better  thing  for  us,”  and  what  that  is 
Dr.  McKnight  does  not  forget  to  tell  us. 

W e cordially  recommend  his  pamphlet. 

Edinburgh.  Rev.  Mr.  Paton. 

BREAD  CAST  UPON  THE  WATERS.  . 

One  Friday  evening  in  the  early  sum- 
mer the  doorbell  rang  after  our  meeting 
had  closed.  A young  man  came  in.  He  was 
neatly  dressed  and  had  on  spotless  linen. 
He  asked  us  if  we  remembered  him.  He 
had  come  to  our  meetings  the  year  be- 
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fore,  and  he  heard  the  gospel  message. 
He  was  a tailor,  but  could  not  secure  any 
work.  We  helped  him  to  get  to  New 
.York,  and  had  not  heard  from  him,  and 
with  the  ever-present  duties  he  had 
slipped  from  our  minds. 

He  told  us  that  when  he  went  to  New 
York  he  had  gone  to  one  of  the  missions 
there  and  gave  his  heart  to  the  Lord  and 
was  baptized.  Then  in  the  fall  he  went 
to  Boston  and  found  his  way  to  an  acad- 
emy near  there.  He  had  attended  school 
all  winter  and  paid  his  own  way  by  clean- 
ing and  pressing  clothes  for  the  other 
pupils.  He  said  he  hoped  to  go  back  this 
winter,  and  that  he  was  looking  forward 
to  preaching  the  gospel  to  his  own  people. 

He  had  the  highest  recommendations 
from  the  principal  of  the  acadenry  as  to 
his  work  and  Christian  character.  He 
also  had  a nice  letter  from  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  Salvation  Army  in  Boston. 
He  had  been  doing  some  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Army. 

He  came  back  to  thank  us  for  what  we 
had  done  for  him,  and  he  said  that  he  told 
everyone  that  he  had  first  heard  the  gos- 
pel in  Philadelphia. 

This  was  a bright  spot  in  a week  that 
had  otherwise  been  discouraging. 

B.  A:  Blair. 

Jewish  Mission,  Philadelphia. 

ITEMS  FROM  REV.  D.  R.  TAGGART’S 
FIELD  REPORT. 

This  'field,  including  Do  Sing,  Fung 
Cliuen.  Tak  Hing  Street  Chapel,  and 
District  North  of  Tak  Hing,  has  been 
worked  almost  exclusively  through  the 
native  Christians,  for,  as  you  know,  we 
are  some  twenty  miles  from  this  station, 
and  visits  have  been  made  once  or  twice 
each  month.  Two  school  teachers,  one  for 
each  of  the  schools;  two  evangelists,  each 
of  whom  gave  part  time  to  the  boys’ 
school,  and  part  time  of  a Bible  woman, 


constituted  our  trained  force.  Weekly 
visits  ivere  also  made  by  some  member  of 
the  hospital  staff  (usually  a Chinese),  so 
that  healing,  teaching  and  preaching  have 
gone  on  together. 

The  girls’  school  has  twenty-four 
pupils,  each  of  whom  pay  a small  tuition. 
The  school  is  about  one-third  self-support- 
ing. In  addition  to  the  usual  school  and 
Bible  work,  the  girls  are  learning  fancy 
sewing  from  their  Chinese  teacher,  and 
practically  all  of  them  are  able  to  make 
their  tuition,  and  some  of  them  pocket 
money  in  addition  by  selling  the  articles 
they  make.  They  furnish  all  materials. 
Two  girls  from  the  girls’  school  united 
with  the  Church  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year  (1915).  Miss  Huston  has  given 
valuable  aid  in  emergencies;  also  Miss 
Dean.  I am  resigning  this  part  of  the 
work  to  Miss  Huston  and  Miss  Adams, 
as  it  properly  belongs  to  their  department, 
and  I know  that  it  will  be  better  managed 
in  the  year  to  come. 

The  boys’  school  is  also  a day  school 
(as  is  the  girls’),  with  about  twenty 
pupils.  One  of  the  pupils  was  a Church 
member  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and 
one  other  has  united  with  the  Churgh. 

FUNG  CHUEN. 

This  is  a sub-station  of  Do  Sing,  where 
we  have  a chapel,  and  maintain  as  it  were 
a boundary  station  between  us  and  the 
missions  on  the  west.  An  evangelist  has 
been  employed  here  during  the  year,  and 
one  of  the  above  mentioned  members  is 
from  this  district.  Others  are  at  pres- 
ent enrolled  as  inquirers. 

Statistics  for  the  year  1914: 


Previously  reported  22 

Admissions  by  baptism 22 

Decrease  by  death 6 

Decrease  b}^  defection 1 

Membership  December,  1914 37 


DISTRICT  NORTH  OF  TAK  HING. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were 
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four  schools  in  this  district  under  Chris- 
tian influence,  two  of  which  were  inde- 
pendent of  Mission  support,  and  two 
helped  by  the  Mission.  One  of  each  class 
has  been  closed  by  the  death  of  their  re- 
spective teachers,  so  that  there  are  now 
about  thirty-five  scholars  in  this  district 
under  Christian  training.  Physical  limit- 
ations have  prevented  my  doing  as  much 
itinerating  in  this  district  as  has  been 
done  in  previous  years,  but  native  evan- 
gelists, and  also  the  medical  department 
have  made  two  or  three  extended  healing 
and  preaching  tours,  so  that  they  have 
filled  up  our  lack. 

TAK  HING  STREET  CHAPEL. 

One  service  each  Sabbath,  except  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  has  been  held  in 
this  chapel.  The  audiences  have  varied 
from  a few,  mostly  Christians,  to  more 
than  a hundred,  mostly  heathen.  Native 
evangelists  have  helped  with  these  ser- 
vices, as  has  also-  Dr.  Eobb  since  his  re- 
turn. As  this  chapel  is  the  homiletic 
gymnasium  of  the  training  school,  I am 
resigning  it  that  it  may  be  restored  to 
perform  its  proper  function. 

The  health  of  the  writer  has  been  ex- 
cellent. My  absences  from  the  Mission 
were  all  for  the  purpose  of  Mission  busi- 
ness or  vacations.  I think  I was  absent 
about  the  usual  amount  of  time  allowed 
for  summer  vacation,  though  it  was  scat- 
tered over  several  months,  being  broken 
into  bv  building,  famine  distribution, 
etc.,  etc- 

REPORT  OF  BOYS’  SCHOOL  AT  TAK 
HING. 

In  order  to  cover  up  the  faults  and 
failings  of  a year  full  of  secular  duties 
and  apparently  quite  empty  of  real  evan- 
gelistic work,  I am  tempted,  and  fear 
shall  yield  to  the  temptation,  to  write  a 
long,  detailed  and  wordy  report. 

My  time  this  year  was  divided  between 


the  boys*  school  and  the  new  building, 
the  greater  part,  of  the  time  being  spent 
in  directing  the  work  on  the  building. 

Besides  managing  the  school,  I spent 
two  hours  each  day  teaching,  excepting 
during  three  months,  when  work  on  the 
new  house  required  such  close  supervision 
I was  unable  to  attend  the  classes. 

In  addition  to  the  time,  July  13  to 
Sept.  11,  spent  at  the  coast  during  the 
hot  w'eather,  I was  away  from  Tak  Hing 
eight  days  on  Mission  business. 

The  new  dwelling  house  is  nearing 
completion.  We  have  been  disappointed 
so  often  and  so  long  in  our  expectation 
of  being  able  soon  to  occupy  the  house 
that  we  dare  not  make  any  more  guesses 
as  to  when  it  will  be  finished.  The  work 
which  remains  to  be  done  is  plastering, 
laying  of  wood  floors,  hanging  of  doors 
and  windows,  and  painting. 

The  chief  causes  of  so  much  delay  in  the 
work  on  the  building  were  inexperience 
of  the  contractor  and  workmen  in  cement 
Work,  destruction  of  mat  shed  by  storm, 
unexpected  difficulties  met  with  in  mix- 
ing and  tamping  the  materials — lime, 
sand  and  clay — used  in  constructing  the 
first  story  walls,  and  the  flood  of  last 
summer. 

The  boys5  school  has  two  departments, 
primary  and  grammar.  Enrollment  in 
primary  department,  32;  in  grammar  de- 
partment, 24;  26  were  boarding  pupils; 
average  attendance,  42. 

There  were  227  days  of  school.  This 
does  not  include  Sabbath  days,  during 
which  the  boarding  school  was  in  session. 


Total  running  expenses $561.40 

Fixtures 10.00 

Building  of  road  and  removal  of 

stone 18.00 

Eepair  of  damage  done  by  flood.  23.70 

$613.10 

Beceived  in  boarding  fees  and 

tuition  $120 . 80 
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Books 10.70 

From  Mission  Treasurer 481.60 


$613.10 

The  amount  drawn  from  the  Mission 
treasury  was  $68.40  less  than  the  esti- 
mate. 

During  the  year  Mrs.  Kempf  rendered 
able  and  valuable  assistance  by  teaching 
English  one  hour  a -day  to  a class  of 
twelve  boys. 

The  boys  receive  Christian  instruction 
largely  under  Leung  Man  Hing,  the  two 
pupil  teachers  and  myself.  One  hour 
each  day  is  given  to  Bible  study.  In  the 
primary  department  this  hour  is  occu- 
pied by  Leung  Mau  Hing,  and  the  two 
pupil  teachers.  In  the  grammar  depart- 
ment the  Bible  study  hour  was  sadly 
neglected  on  account  of  so  much  of  my 
time  being  taken  up  on  the  new  building. 

Sabbath  school,  which  all  pupils  are 
required  to  attend,  was  conducted  by  my- 
self in  the  school  building.  I also  taught 
the  Bible  class. 

From  Sabbath  school  the  pupils 
marched  to  the  chapel  for  the  morning 
services. 

I attended  the  evening  worship  in  the 
boarding  school  a number  of  evenings  and 
found  that  in  addition  to  the  usual  exer- 
cises each  bov  reads  again  what  he  thinks 
is  the  best  verse  in  the  chapter  read,  and 
then  the  leader  gives  a two  to  five  minute 
talk  on  the  principal  points  in  the  chap- 
ter. 

At  the  Thursday  evening  meetings  in 
. the  chapel  very  often -the  leaders  and  most 
often  the  chief  speakers  are  boys  from 
the  school.  In  fact,  this  prayer  meeting 
is  quite  monopolized  by  school  boys  and 
some  plan  will  have  to  be  found  which 
will  give  those  not  belonging  to  the  school 
a chance  to  take  part  in  the  meetings. 

At  the  beginning  of  summer  vacation 
four  boys  went  on  a preaching  tour  wdth 
two  of  the  hospital  assistants.  They  ex- 


pected to  be  away  one  month.  But  the 
great  flood  came,  and  they  were  called 
back  to  Tak  Hing  to  assist  in  relief  work. 

(Bey.)  Julius  A.  Kempf. 

FIELD  REPORT  FROM  LO  TING,  LO 
KING  AND  CITE  TSAI. 

Our  story  of  the  year  will  tell  of  suc- 
cess in  some  directions  and  failure  in 
others. 

During  the  year  I have  held  six  com- 
‘ munions,  two  in  Lo  Ting,  two  in  Lo  King 
and  two  at  Ch’e  Tsai.  The  roll  of  mem- 


bership is  as  follows : 

LO  TING  AND  LO  KING. 

Increase  by  certificate 13 

Increase  by  baptism  6 

Decrease  by  death  1 

Decrease  by  suspension 2 

Total  present  membership 93 

CH^E  TSAI. 

Increase  2 

Decrease  by  death 1 

Present  membership  42 

At  the  Communion  held  in  Lo  Ting, 
Oct.  18,  preparatory  services  were  held 
every  day  for  a week  preceding.  On 


Thursday,  Oct.  15,  the  commission  met 
and  held  an  election  of  officers.  Six  eld- 
ers and  four  deacons  were  chosen  to  office. 

During  the  year  one  preaching  service 
and  Sabbath  school  have  been  held  eacli 
Sabbath  in  the  chapel  in  Lo  Ting-  Ef- 
forts were  made  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  to  rent  a building  suitable  for  a 
street  chapel.  The  best  we  could  do  was 
to  take  a part  of  the  store  building,  which 
we  had  last  year.  It  has  been  far  from 
satisfactory,  but  it  was  all  we  could  do. 
It  has  been  our  plan  to  hold  meetings 
there  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays 
of  each  week,  and  in  our  other  chapel, 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  This  does  not 
mean  that  meetings  were  held  all  of  these 
days,  but  opportunity  was  given  the  peo- 
ple to  hear  the  doctrine.  A good  many 
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days  no  one  came,  bnt  the  opportunity 
was  given  them.  This  week  day  work 
was  all  done  by  Mr.  Lo. 

The  work  in  Lo  King  was  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  T’aarn,  who  conducted  meet- 
ings -there  on  Sabbaths  and  market  days. 
During  the  year  1 have  made  two  trips 
to  Lo  King,  each  occupying  about  a week. 

The  work  in  Ch’e  Tsai  was  turned  over 
to  me  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  I 
have  been  able  to  make  only  two  trips, 
and  have  held  two  Communions  there. 

An  effort  was  made  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  to  get  a better  building  for  the 
boys’  school-  An  old  Buddhist  temple  was 
offered,  rent  free,  if  we  would  use  it  for  a 
school.  The  offer  was  accepted,  and 
school  furniture,  such  as  desks,  black- 
boards, etc.,  were  bought  at  an  outlay  of 
about  $45  (gold).  New  teachers  were 
employed  and  effort  made  to  have  a better 
school  than  formerly.  The  government 
schools  in  Lo  Ting  are  better  than  in  some 
other  places,  and  we  have  to  compete  with 
them.  Our  school  curriculum  was  made 
the  equal  of  these  schools,  and  the  Bible 
was  taught  in  addition  to  the  other  things. 
As  we  were  late  in  getting  our  plans  com- 
pleted, we  had  only  about  twenty  pupils, 
but  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  more  next 
year.  In  addition  to  the  teaching  done 
by  the  Chinese  teachers,  I taught  arith- 
metic five  hours  a week  and  English  three 
hours.  English  was  taught  as  an  adver- 
tisement for  the  school  more  than  for 
any  practical  good  it  did  the  pupils. 

On  our  return  from  our  last  annual 
meeting,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dickson  came 
along  with  us,  and  were  soon  settled  in 
their  new  home.  On  account  of  Miss 
Dean’s  return  to  America,  the  girls’  school 
was  left  without  a head,  and  Mrs.  Mitchell 
undertook  the  management  of  it  until 
some  one  else  should  be  ready  for  the 
work.  Dr.  Dickson  decided  to  hold  dis- 
pensary one  day  in  the  week.  A room  was 


fitted  up  for  a dispensary  and  I gave  my 
services  as  interpreter  for  this  work.  As 
Mrs.  Mitchell’s  time  was  taken  up  with 
the  school,  the  work  among  the  women 
was  left  to  the  Bible  woman. 

This  arrangement  was  carried  out  for 
a short  time  only.  The  Bible  woman  took 
sick,  and  after  two  months’  illness  passed 
to  her  reward,  thus  depriving  the  Mis- 
sion of  a valuable  worker.  About  the  first 
of  March  Mrs.  Mitchell  took  sick  with 
rheumatism.  At  the  end  of  March,  on 
account  of  her  illness  and  also  on  account 
of  threatened  revolutionary  troubles,  it 
was  thought  best  for  her  and  the  new 
people  to  go  to  Tak  Hing.  I took  them 
down  there,  and  in  a few  days  returned. 
From  that  on  till  the  middle  of  June  I 
was  alone  in  Lo  Ting,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  days’  visit  to  Tak  Hing  at  the 
end  of  April.  During  this  time  there  was 
a good  deal  of  uneasiness  among  the  peo- 
ple, there  being  rumors  of  trouble  all  the 
time,  which  finally  culminated  in  an  un- 
successful attack  on  the  city.  All  this  was 
hard  on  our  work.  Our  chapel  services 
were  greatly  hindered  for  two  months  or 
more-  The  schools  were  closed  at  one 
time  for  over  a week,  as  the  pupils  could 
not  go  out  on  the  street.  The  girls’  school 
being  again  left  without  a head,  I did 
what  I could  in  the  way  of  superintend- 
ence, and  the  Chinese  teachers  did  the 
work.  This  was  far  from  satisfactory, 
but  it  was  the  best  that  could  be  done 
under  the  circumstances. 

I stayed  in  Lo  Ting  till  the  middle  of 
June,  when  1 left  for  Cheung  Chau.  By 
the  consent  of  the  Mission  we  did  not  re- 
turn till  Sept,  9,  arriving  in  Lo  Ting  Sept. 
19.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  medical 
staff  and  the  order  of  the  Mission,  we  left 
Lo  Ting  Nov.  30,  to  return  to  America, 
so  that  the  report  for  my  work  will  close 
with  the  end  of  November. 

The  year  has  brought  its  difficulties 
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and  anxieties,  as  well  as  its  blessings. 
About  twenty-five  days  and  niglits  were 
spent  traveling,  most  of  it  on  foot  or  on 
Chinese  cargo  boats.  Nine  weeks  were 
spent  alone,  with  no  foreigner  nearer  than 
forty  miles — weeks  that  were  made  anx- 
ious by  sickness  or  by  threatened  trouble; 
but  these  were  days  when  the  Lord  was 
near  at  hand.  As  I write  these  lines  we 
are  on  our  way  to  America.  We  have  been 
called  away  from  our  work,  but  we  know 
He  is  leading  us.  The  work  is  His.  He 
calls  us  to  work  for  a while  and  then  calls 
us  away  again,  but  we  know  His  ways  are 
right.  Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

(Rev.)  E.  C.  Mitchell. 

I 

ARTHUR  H.  SMITH  ON  THE  EDDY 
MEETINGS. 

One  of  the  best  accounts  we  have  re- 
ceived of  the  Eddy  meetings  comes  from 
the  well-known  American  Board  mission- 
ary and  writer,  Arthur  H.  Smith.  We 
quote  from  what  he  says  of  the  follow- 
up work  in  Peking: 

“In  all  Mr.  Eddy  addressed  20,023 
persons;  2,205  signed  Bible  study  cards; 
104  others  decided  to  enter  the  Christian 
life.  Of  the  inquirers  in  Peking,  41  are 
officials  ; older  students,  504;  merchants, 
50;  military  and  police,  31;  miscellan- 
eous, 643;  boys,  548;  total,  1,917.  The 
follow-up  work  was  directly  related  to 
the  different  churches.  In  each  church 
the  addresses  were  followed  by  fifteen 
minutes  of  discussion,  after  which  there 
was  a division  into  Bible  study  groups. 
Singing  was  taught  for  ten  minutes  be- 
fore the  lecture,  together  with  a careful 


explanation  of  the  meaning  of  prayer 
and  other  parts  of  the  Christian  service. 
We  are  sure  that  in  nearly  every  place 
there  is  an  atmosphere  most  congenial  to 
students  and  the  educated  classes. 

“Great  numbers  of  the  inquirer^  are 
not  only  attending  the  Sabbath  evening 
meetings,  but  also  the  morning  service. 
The  whole  tone  has  changed  because  of 
this  attendance  of  large  numbers  of 
students  who  had  never  come  to  church 
before.  The  Christian  workers  are  alive 
as  never  before  to  the  great  opportunity 
for  evangelism.  Special  Sabbath  schools 
have  been  opened  in  all  the  churches  on 
Sabbath  afternoons  for  non-Christian 
students,  and  the  old  students  of  the 
mission  schools  have  been  enlisted  as 
teachers.  This  work  promises  to  be  a 
great  success.  Every  month  there  is  also 
held  a special  social  meeting  for  the  in- 
quirers and  others.  These  have  been  very 
popular,  each  being  attended  by  from  200 
to  300  persons,  mostly  government  stu- 
dents. Special  teams  are  organized  for 
entertainments,  arranging  for  games, 
etc.  We  feel  that  the  church  is  now 
meeting  their  needs  both  socially  and  in- 
tellectually, as  well  as  religiously;  and 
we  believe  that  the  educated  classes  in 
Peking  will,  as  never  before,  look  up  to 
the  church  as  a center  not  only  of  re- 
ligious propaganda,  but  of  culture  and 
learning,  and  as  a center  from  which 
they  can  serve  the  community.  In  this 
way  we  have  a growing  movement  which 
we  pray  may  be  of  lasting  value  to  the 
Christian  church  in  Peking,  and  to  the 
whole  Christian  movement  in  China.” 


Every  Christian  should  be  ever  ready  to  give  a reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  him. 
He  should  be  readv  and  willing  to  sav  a word  in  season  to  lead  others  to  Christ.  Pas- 
toral  evangelism  is  fruitful,  but  limited  by  time  and  strength.  Special  evangelism 
reaches  thousands  of  the  unsaved.  By  personal  work — personal  evangelism,  the  Church 
can  reach  scores  who  fear  the  minister  and  scorn  professional  evangelists.— The 
Presbyterian. 
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MISSION  STUDY. 

Conducted  by  Dr.  James  M.  Balph. 

LESSON  VIII. 

CHAPTERS  XV.=XVI. 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  work  in 
the  Latakia  field  in  1901?  In  Snadia? 
In  Mersina? 

How  was  the  work  crippled  in  Cyprus  ? 

What  mission  building  was  burned 
there  ? 

What  building  was  erected  in  Latakia? 

When  was  the  stone  church  erected  in 
Cyprus  ? 

By  whom  was  the  expense  borne?  By 
what  name  is  it  known? 

Who  was  the  only  missionary  in 
Cyprus  this  year  ? 

What  change  took  place  in  Suadia  in 
1903? 

What  missionaries  left  the  field  that 
spring  ? 

When  and  where  was  Mr.  Demetriades 
licensed  ? 

What  is  said  of  new  edition  of  Psalms  ? 

Who  had  charge  of  the  Mersina  schools 
this  year? 

Who  was  appointed  to  Cyprus  field? 

What  hindered  the  work  in  Latakia? 

What  occurred  to  temporarily  close  the 
hospital  in  1904? 

What  medical  missionary  was  appointed 
to  Cyprus? 

What  licentiate  was  discharged  and  his 
license  revoked? 

When  and  where  did  Licentiate  Jukkie 
die? 

When  did  the  death  of  Miss  Cunning- 
' ham  occur? 

What  was  the  condition  of  the  work  in 
the  different  fields? 

What  anniversary  did  1906  mark? 


What  new  appointments  were  made 
this  year  ? 

Who  took  charge  of  the  work  in  Suadia  ? 

When  and  where  did  the  death  of  Miss 
Willa  A.  Dodds  occur? 

When  was  Nicosia  chapel  erected? 
Whose  gift  was  it? 

What  is  said  of  the  “Shaw  Memorial”  ? 

What  mention  is  made  of  a mob  in 
Famagusta? 

When  and  where  did  Rev.  H.  Easson 
die? 

Where  and  for  how  long  had  he  labored 
in  the  mission  field? 

What  new  missionary  arrived  at  La- 
takia ? 

Who  to  Mersina?  Who  resigned? 

How  many  communicants  in  Latakia 
field? 

What  native  worker  died  this  summer? 

Describe  briefly  his  work. 

SIDELIGHTS  ON  “FIFTY  YEARS  OF 
MISSION  WORK  IN  SYRIA.” 

Page  24. — In  connection  with  this  war 
it  is  interesting  to  know  that  Mr.  Nicolo 
Dabback,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Antanious 
Khouri,  was  at  that  time  a little  boy  of 
six  or  seven  years  old.  The  Druses  were 
killing  all  male  Christians  of  whatever 
age,  and  Nicokfis  mother  saved  his  life 
by  dressing  him  in  girFs  clothes. 

Page  29. — Mt.  Cassius,  though  not  so 
high  as  some  of  the  peaks  of  the  Lebanon 
range,  is  the  most  prominent  landmark 
for  a long  distance  north  and  south,  be- 
cause it  is  so  much  higher  than  the  rest 
of  the  range,  and  is  in  a manner  detached. 
Its  Arabic  name  is  Jebel  Ukra — Bald 
Mountain.  Its  snowy  summit  is  plainly 
visible  from  Latakia,  and  on  clear  days 
its  conical  top  rising  out  of  the  sea  is 
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visible  at  Mersina,  more  than  seventy - 
five  miles  away. 

It  is  a bleak  mountain,  very  different 
from  the  Taurus  range  back  of  Mersina, 
which  is  well  watered  and  wooded.  The 
only  good  drinking  water  in  the  village  of 
Kessab  comes  from  a fountain  far  up  the 
mountainside.  The  volume  of  water  is 
so  small  that  the  women  often  start  with 
their  water  jars  before  midnight  for  the 
day’s  supply  of  water,  as  each  has  to  sit 
and  wait  her  turn.  Many  of  the  helpers 
in  the  Mission  families  come  from  this 
village  and  are  Armenians.  It  suffered 
greatly  in  the  massacres  of  1909. 

Page  49. — One  who  was  present  at 
Miriam’s  deathbed  told  me  that  a few 
moments  before  the  spirit  left  the  body 
she  opened  her  eyes,  and  while  a smile 
spread  over  her  countenance,  she  stretched 
out  her  hands  and  cried  out,  “0,  Mr> 
Dodds !”  Who  can  doubt  that  she  saw 
her  teacher  and  friend  who  had  preceded 
her  by  a few  months? 

Pages  44  and  45. — Until  a short  time 
before  the  school  building  was  ready  for 
use,  Miss  Crawford  roomed  and  boarded 
with  the  Beattie  family  in  whose  house 
she  had  her  first  school.  They  lived  in  a 
typical  native  house  which  opened  on  a 
garden.  The  second  floor  contained  the 
family  living  and  sleeping  rooms.  On 
the  ground  floor  were  Mr.  Beattie’s  study, 
the  dining  room,  kitchen,  Miss  Crawford’s 
room,  the  store  room,  and  coal  room.  As 
in  all  houses  in  the  towns,  the  windows  of 
the  first  floor  were  guarded  by  iron  bars, 
with  openings  too  small  to  allow  a human 
being  to  enter.  Miss  Crawford’s  room 
opened  on  the  garden,  and  the  floor  was 
not  entirely  vermin  proof.  The  family 
cat  had  access  through  the  bars,  and  fre- 
quently made  this  room  its  sleeping  quar- 
ters. One  night  Miss  Crawford  was 
awakened  by  a scuffle,  and  later  heard  the 
cat  eating  its  prey.  Imagine  her  feel- 


ings when  in  the  morning  she  saw  the 
head,  not  of  a rat,  but  of  a snake ! 

Dr.  Metheny’s  family  and  Miss  Craw- 
ford moved  into  the  Mission  building 
while  it  was  yet  without  windows  and 
doors,  and  their  domicile  was  on  the  third 
floor.  I have  heard  tales  of  the  flying 
rushes  Miss  Crawford  used  to  make  down 
the  two  flights  of  stairs  when  the  shrieks 
of  some  child,  evidently  in  mortal  peril, 
would  rise  to  her  ears.  As  her  experience 
taught  her  that  very  trivial  causes  often 
served  to  produce  these  cries  of  dis- 
tress, she  ceased  to  be  moved  by  them, 
and  entered  on  a course  of  discipline  to 
cure  them. 

A great  source  of  annoyance  in  those 
early  days  was  the  visits  of  numbers  of 
mothers  from  the  town,  with  their  babies. 
They  roved  all  over  the  place,  talking  at 
the  top  of  their  voices  to  one  another  or 
to  any  one  whom  they  could  get  to  listen 
to  them.  To  this  hubbub  was  often  added 
the  cries  of  the  babies.  Teaching  under 
such  circumstances  became  a burden  too 
heavy  to  be  borne  by  the  luckless  teacher, 
who  had  to  “clear  the  decks”  at  the  point 
of  the  rod.  Missionary  teachers  still  find 
many  hardships,  but  their  wor^:  is  easy 
compared  with  that  of  the  pioneers. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Metheny. 

JUNIOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Subject  for  the  November  meeting: 

“A  STORY  ABOUT  MAKING  EXCUSES.” 

—Luke  14,  15-20. 

Before  reading  the  lesson  let  the  leader 
or  one  of  the  older  Juniors  come  pre- 
pared to  tell  of  the  circumstances  which 
led  up  to  the  speaking  of  this  parable.  If 
there  are  little  folks  at  the  meeting,  pic- 
ture clearly  for  them  this  company  sitting 
together  at  the  table,  and  the  surprise 
they  must  have  felt  as  they  looked  up  and 
listened  to  Jesus,  and  explain  the  mean- 
ing of  the  story  to  them. 
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What  is  an  excuse? 

What  is  usually  the  reason  for  making 
one?  How  often  do  they  come  from  sel- 
fish or  lazy  motives? 

Why  are  excuses  foolish  as  well  as 
wicked  ? 

Can  there  ever  be  a good  excuse  for 
failure  to  do  right? 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  how  easily 
an  excuse  will  come  when  we  are  asked 
to  do  something  that  we  don’t  want  to 
do?  The  lips  very  often  say  what  the 
heart  does  not  mean,  for  the  heart  tells 
the  truth,  while  the  lips  are  forming  an 
excuse — a lie  to  hide  the  truth.  Let  the 
leader  speak  of  the  invitation  given  to 
us,  how  received,  the  excuses  given,  and 
how  God  answers  them,  letting  the  chil- 
dren read  references  illustrating  the  dif- 
ferent points. 

References:  Invitation,  Isa.  55,  1: 

Invitation  refused,  John  5,  40;  Prov.  1, 
24.  Excuses  given:  (1)  Can’t  Under- 

stand, Prov.  1,  7 ; Prov.  3,  5 and  6 ; John 
7,  17.  (2)  Fear  of  Failure,  Rom.  14,  4; 

I.  Pet.  1,  2;  Heb.  13,  5;  Isa.  41,  10-13. 

(3)  Fear  of  Temptation,  I.  Cor.  10,  13; 

II.  Peter  2,  9;  Matt.  26,  41;  Jas.  1,  12. 

(4)  Fear  of  Persecution,  I.  Pet.  4,  14; 

Heb.  11,  24-26;  Rom.  8,  18;  II.  Tim.  2, 
12.  (5)  Business  Prevents,  Prov.  16,  8; 

Eccl.  5,  16 ; Mark  8,  36 ; Matt.  6,  19. 
(6)  Pleasure  Prevents,  Gal.  6,  7-8; 
I.  John  2,  15-17;  Ecql.  11,  9;  Prov.  21, 
17;  Luke  8,  14. 

Last  month  we  learned  the  names  of 
the  different  missions.  This  month  we 
will  try  to  learn  the  names  of  some  of 
our  missionaries.  In  Latakia  we  have 
Rev.  Jas.  Stewart,  Miss  Mattie  Wylie  and 
Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar,  while  home  on 
furlough  from  the  same  mission  are  Rev. 
Samuel  Edgar,  Dr.  Balph  and  Miss  Flor- 
ence Mearns.  In  Mersina,  Asia  Minor,  we 
have  Rev.  Robert  Willson  and  Miss  Elma. 
French;  on  furlough  Rev.  A.  J.  McFar- 


land, Dr.  Peoples,  Mr.  French  Carithers 
and  Miss  Evadna  Sterrett. 

Mrs.  Gertrude  MacGregor, 

Asst.  Supt.  of  Children’s  Bands. 

MISSION  ITEMS. 

Dr.  Katharine  McBurney,  Miss  Mearns 
and  Miss  Metheny  are  recent  missionary 
arrivals. 

An  appeal  for  money  to  feed  starving 
people  has  come  from  our  Latakia  Mis- 
sion. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  natives  were 
drowned  by  floods  in  South  China.  Ho 
American  lives  lost.  Our  Mission  prop- 
erty was  damaged,  but  not  severely. 

Nine  American  missionaries  recently 
started  for  Persia,  notwithstanding  the 
fearful  massacres  committed  there  by  the 
Turks. 

An  African  chief,  who  accompanied 
David  Livingstone  on  his  travels,  and  was 
one  of  a trusted  band,  died  recently. 

Have  you  a nickel  in  the  340,000  al- 
ready contributed  to  send  Testaments  to 
[he  European  soldiers? 

The  great  Chinese  reformer.  Sun  Yat 
Sen,  who  did  so  much  to  make  China  a 
republic,  began  to  be  a Christian  in  a 
Mission  night  school  in  Honolulu. 

Mrs.  William  Esler. 

THE  WOMEN’S  PEACE  CRUSADE. 

At  the  Summer  School  for  Foreign 
Missionary  Societies  at  East  Horthfield, 
Mass.,  this  summer,  one  day  was  devoted 
to  world’s  peace,  and  what  women  can 
do  to  help  bring  it  about.  Mrs.  Peabody 
told  of  the  work  of  the  Christian  Women’s 
Peace  Movement.  She  urged  mothers  and 
teachers  to  begin  an  educational  campaign 
for  “constructive  peace,”  teaching  the 
children  Christian  ideals  of  peace  and 
heroism.  That  all  things  which  make 
war  a “panoplied  glory”  are  not  so  noble 
as  the  brave  deeds  of  the  men  who  help 
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others  to  live.  That  the  true  heroes  are 
men  who  are  saving  life,  not  taking  it. 
“Peace  will  only  come  when  it  springs 
np  irresistibly  from  the  young  genera- 
tion.” The  hope  of  peace  for  the  world 
lies  in  educating  the  children  along  this 
thought.  The  younger  the  child  the  more 
readily  he  responds  to  any  teaching.  “One 
of  the  leading  men  in  Europe  said  if  this 
war  could  have  been  postponed  for  ten 
years,  perhaps  twenty,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  in  Europe  because  of  the  re- 
volt against  it  in  the  schools  and  univer- 
sities.” 

The  meeting  of  the  International  Con- 
gress of  Women  at  the  Hague  has  been 
made  the  theme  of  cheap  witticism ; “'the 
officious  Peacettes,”  who  think  they  can 
accomplish  what  wise  statesmen  are  un- 
able to  bring  about.  That  the  Congress 
should  have  been  possible  at  all  is  a mat- 
ter of  no  little  moment.  That  English, 
German,  Austrian,  Belgian,  Hungarian 
and  Polish  women  and  others  from  seven 
neutral  nations  should  have  been  able  to 
get  together  while  the  fiercest  conflict  iu 
history  was  raging  is  remarkable.  This 
demonstration  of  the  solidarity  of  woman- 
hood was  strong  enough  to  rise  above 
nationalism.  Their  personal  mourning 
was  superseded  by  the  deeper  mourning 
for  the  wrongs  of  mothers  everywhere  and 
for  the  sufferings  of  women  and  children 
of  whatever  nationality  they  be. 

The  Congress  adopted  a constructive 
forward  looking  program  for  a lasting 
peace  and  sent  to  the  courts  of  Europe  a 
delegation  to  bring  the  resolutions  of  the 
Congress  to  the  attention  of  the  foreign 
office  in  each  warring  country.  Miss 
Addams,  the  beloved  leader  of  Hull  House, 
on  her  return,  was  greeted  by  an  audience 
of  more  than  three  thousand  people  at 
Carnegie  Hall,  Hew  York.  She  was  in- 
troduced as  the  “first  world  citizen.”  A 
significant  word,  “world  citizen.”  For 


this  Avar  seems  to  have  divided  us  into 
two  groups : those  Avho  put  country  nation- 
alism first,  supreme  above  everything,  and 
those  who  put  the  world,  humanity,  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ  first.  Was  this  Con- 
gress worth  while?  The  important  point 
to  remember  is  that  the  women  had  the 
courage  of  their  convictions.  Women  are 
noAv  beginning  to  realize  as  never  before 
that  they  are  capable  of  Avar’s  removal 
through  the  adoption  of  new  national 
ideals,  so  they  are  setting  themselves  to 
the  task  of  making  another  war  impos- 
sible, by  laying  the  foundations  of  a 
world-wide  peace  propagandism  that  shall 
reach  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  and 
inspire  the  coming  generations  Avith  ideals 
that  will  make  war  to  them  simply  ab- 
horrent and  unthinkable.  The  heaviest 
burden  in  Avar  is  on  woman.  We  pay  the 
first  cost  on  all  hupian  life.  The  women 
in  Europe  will  bear  the  first  and  the  last 
cost  of  the  war.  When  the  full  tale  of 
horrors  becomes  known,  the  women  of  the 
civilized  world  will  depend  no  longer  on 
their  “silent  influence”  alone,  but  will 
also  rise  to  demand  the  recognition  of 
their  right  place  in  the  councils  of  the 
nations  to  share  with  men  in  determining 
the  question  of  war  and  peace.  “We  must 
win  our  children  and  our  men  and  all 
men  and  women  till  love  shall  overcome 
hate,  peace  conquer  strife,  and  the  Prince 
of  Peace  can  begin  His  reign.” 

Mrs.  T.  P.  Stevenson. 

PROGRAM  OF  PRAYER  ADOPTED  BY  W. 
M.  S.  OF  PITTSBURGH  PRESBYTERY. 

January — National  Reform  and  Witness 
Bearing. 

February — College  and  Seminary. 

March — Church  Boards  and  Sabbath 
Schools. 

April — Synod  and  Presbyteries. 

May — Syrian  Mission  ( Syria,  Asia  Minor, 
and  Cyprus). 
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June — Children  of  Church. 

July — -Jewish  Mission. 

August — Indian  Mission. 

September — -Southern  Mission. 

October — Domestic  Missions. 

November — Aged  People’s  Home. 
December — China  Mission. 

TEXT  BOOKS  FOR  MISSION  STUDY 
1915-1916. 

Fifty  Years  of  Mission  Work  in  Syria 
— J.  M.  Balph.  Price  35  cents,  post- 
paid. 

A history  of  the  foreign  mission  work 
of  the  Covenanter  Church  in  Syria,  Asia 
Minor  and  Cyprus. 

The  King's  Highway — Helen  Barrett 
Montgomery.  Price,  cloth,  50  cents; 
paper,  30  cents;  postage  extra. 

A study  of  progress.  Impressions 
gained  by  Mrs.  Montgomery  in  her  recent 
trip  around  the  world,  visiting  the  mis- 
sions of  nearly  all  the  Women’s  Boards 
in  the  East.  There  are  six  chapters: 
Along  Old  Mission  Trails  in  Europe  and 
Egypt,  Beginnings  in  India,  Social  Chris- 
tianity in  India  and  Burma,  China  at 
School,  Korea’s  United  Church,  and 
Japan’s  Besponse  to  the  Gospel. 

Homf  Missions  in  Action — (Mrs.  John 
S.)  Edith  H.  Allen.  Price,  cloth, 
57  cents;  paper,  35  cents,  postpaid. 
Emphasizes  the  vitality,  needs  and  ac- 
complishments of  Home  Missions,  with 
a suggestion  of  the  social  responsibility 
of  the  Church;  the  wider  scope  of  Home 
Missions  in  relation  to  the  vital  concerns 
and  needs  of  the  Nation  and  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  b}^  the  present  era;  Home 
Missions  are  considered  as  reclaiming, 
educative,  healing,  integrating,  and 
power-giving  forces. 


FOR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS. 

Around  the  World  With  Jack  and 
Janet — Norma  Waterbury.  Price, 
25  cents;  postage  extra. 

Juniors  will  take  a trip  with  steamer 
trunk  mite  boxes,  travelers’  note-books, 
maps  and  trip  tickets.  May  be  used  with 
Juniors  younger  or  older,  with  special 
programs  for  various  grades.  Adapted  to 
Junior  societies,  Sabbath  school  classes, 
travel  clubs,  and  home  reading. 

All  Along  the  Trail.  Making  the 
Homeland  Better — Sarah  Gertrude 
Pomeroy.  Paper,  29  cents,  prepaid. 

Beginning  with  work  among  the  In- 
dians, it  presents  in  successive  chapters 
the  missionary  fields  of  Alaska  and  the 
Islands  under  our  flag,  work  among  the 
Negroes,  Mountaineers,  European  and 
Oriental  Immigrants;  the  final  chapter 
deals  with  the  “Home  Base,”  the  work  to 
be  done  by  churches.  Sabbath  schools,  etc. 

OUR  AIM.* 

Every  woman  in  the  Church  a member 
of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  every 
member  in  attendance  at  its  meetings. 

1.  Through  our  study  of  missions  we 
will  have  a broadened  vision  of  the  world’s 
need  of  Christ. 

2.  A larger  missionary  intelligence  of 
our  home  and  foreign  fields. 

3.  Development  in  the  grace  of  giving. 

4.  Strengthening  of  our  prayer  life. 

5.  Christian  fellowship  with  many  of 
the  most  consecrated  women  of  our 
Church. 

*From  leaflet  prepared  by  Literature 
Department  of  the  IT.  M.  S.  of  the  First 
Church  of  the  Covenanters , Philadelphia, 
Pa. 


Heaven’s  gates  are  not  so  highly  arched  as  king’s  palaces;  they  that  enter  there 
must  go' upon  their  knees. — Daniel  Webster. 
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There  are  173  subscribers  who  have  not  yet  paid  for  1915. 

We  would  be  very  glad  to  have  these  all  pay  soon,  so  that  we  can  meet  all  expenses. 

As  usual  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Sommerville  have  given  their  time  and  energy  without  any 
reward  except  the  knowledge  that  they  were  helping  advance  His  Kingdom. 

If  you  have  not  paid  for  1915,  won’t  you  sit  right  down  and  send  me  a dollar?  It 
will  save  me  the  time,  trouble  and  expense  of  sending  3^ou  a bill  or  of  paying  you  a 
personal  visit. 

Philadelphia , Pa.  R.  A.  Blair. 


The  following  minute  was  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and 
placed  on  its  Records,  on  the  retirement 
of  Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny  from  the  treas- 
urership : 

“Having  accepted  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny  as  Treasurer,  the 
Board  makes  record  of  its  high  apprecia- 
tion of  his  services  in  that  office.  Called 
to  this  service  at  the  time  of  the  resigna- 
tion  of  Mr.  Walter  T.  Miller,  Dr.  Meth- 
eny has  served  in  this  office  with  the  ut- 
most faithfulness  and  efficiency  for  over 
five  years.  During  this  time  the  work 
under  the  care  of  the  Board  has  greatly 
enlarged  and  in  even  larger  proportion 
the  service  rendered  by  the  Treasurer  has 
been  increased.  The  work  Dr.  Metheny 
has  done  as  Treasurer  of  the  funds  of  the 
Board  and  other  funds,  together  with 
many  other  services  rendered  directly  or 
indirectly  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  has  at 
times  overburdened  him,  and  has  fre- 
quently invaded  the  time  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  devoted  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession. 

“These  facts,  Dr.  Metheny  has  ex- 
plained, have  made  necessary  his  resig- 
nation, and  they  have  left  the  Board  no 
alternative  but  to  accept  it.  The  Board 
wishes,  however,  to  record  its  apprecia- 
tion of  the  work  of  Dr.  Metheny,  and  to 
him  to  express  its  thanks.  Remembering, 
moreover,  that  this  great  work  has  been 


performed  year  by  year  without  any 
financial  remuneration  whatsoever,  we 
are  glad  to  recall  also  that  it  has  been 
rendered  in  devotion  to  the  Master,  and 
that  His  approval  will  be  our  brother’s 
great  reward.  To  that  reward  we  affec- 
tionately commend  him.” 

# 

Attention  is  called  to  the  second  appeal 
for  laborers  in  the  foreign  missions: 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  renews 
the  call  issued  in  August  Olive  Trees 
for  two  young  women  for  evangelistic 
work  in  China  and  a young  man  to  take 
charge  of  a boys’  school  in  Lo  Ting. 

Applicants  should  in  each  case  be  col- 
lege graduates.  The  young  women  should 
have,  or  take  prior  leaving  for  the  field, 
preparatory  work  in  an  approved  Bible  -r 
school.  The  young  man  should  be  a 
trained  and  experienced  teacher. 

There  is  now  added  a call  for  a young 
man,  a college  graduate,  to  go  to  Cyprus 
in  the  early  autumn  of  1916  to  teach  in 
the  English  Department  of  the  American 
Academy. 

May  the  Master  call  His  own  chosen 
servants  into  these  inviting  fields  of  rare 
opportunity.  Who  will  dedicate  them- 
selves to  the  Lord  for  this  work? 

Findley  M.  Wilson, 

Cor.  Secretary. 

.2517  N.  Franklin  St .,  Philadelphia. 
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A call  issued  by  the  “American  Com' 
mittee  on  Armenian  Atrocities,”  Oct.  14, 
1915,  for  a public  meeting  to  be  held 
Sabbath  afternoon  at  3 :30,  at  the  Century 
Theater,  New  York,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Armenian  sufferers,  closes  with  these 
sentences : 

“Ambassador  Morgenthau  assures  us 
that  he  can  use  whatever  funds  we  may 
be  able  to  send,  and  adds  that  the  situa- 
tion is  more  terrible  than  words  can  de- 
scribe. 

“Thanking  you  for  any  aid  you  may  be 
able  to  give  us  in  our  effort  to  respond 
to  this  appeal, 

“I  am  sincerely  yours, 

“Samuel  T.  Dutton,  Sec’y.” 

At  the  request  of  Secretary  W.  M. 
Danner,  Olive  Trees  inserts  the  follow- 
ing appeal : 

Of  the  ninety  leper  asylums  supported 
or  aided  by  the  Mission  to  Lepers,  thirty 
are  under  supervision  of  regularly  accred- 
ited missionaries  sent  out  by  the  Boards 
of  different  denominations  from  the 
ITnited  States.  Do  you  not  agree' with  us 
that  the  task  this  country  should  assume 
would  be  to  provide  sufficient  funds,  at 
least  for  the  support  of  these  thirty 
asylums  ? For  these  stations  alone  during 
1915  we  need  not  less  than  $43,800,  or 


the  equivalent  of: 

1000  gifts  of  $25  each $25,000 

600  “ « 10  “ 6,000 

1200  “ “ 5 “ 6,000 

1800  “ “ 1 “ 1,800 

2 “ “ 500  “ 1,000 

4 “ “ 250  “ 1,000 

20  “ “100  “ 2,000 

20  “ “ 50  “ 1,000 


Will  you  join  with  other  friends  in  sup- 
port of  this  work? 

The  following  notice  is  published  at  the 
request  of  the  U.  S.  A.  Committee: 


1915  CHRISTMAS  PRESENTS  FOR  THE 
LEPERS. 

(Good  for  Christmas  time,  and  useful  at 
all  times.) 

Presents  are  desired  this  year  for  the 
lepers  in  ninety  Oriental  stations  or 
asylums,  and  for  the  inmates  of  thirty 
homes  for  untainted  children  of  these 
lepers. 

Christmas  presents  are  also  needed  for 
the  lepers  in  two  colonies  for  lepers  in 
the  United  States.  One  of  these  is  located 
in  Massachusetts;  the  other  in  Louisiana. 
The  latter  shelters  110  lepers,  some  of 
them  children. 

Shall  we  help  the  lepers  in  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  to  have  a Christmas  this 
year?  There  are  3,600  in  this  one  Phil- 
ippine colony,  for  which  the  Government 
provides  only  actual  necessities.  Many 
of  the  lepers  feel  that  they  are  serving  a 
sentence,  so  that  the  rest  of  mankind 
may  not  be  afflicted. 

Send  anything  in  the  line  of  dress,  or 
articles  of  personal  adornment,  toys, 
books,  pictures,  dolls,  etc.,  for  the  chil- 
dren. For  the  older  persons,  practically 
the  same  things  that  would  appeal  to 
poor  people  of  the  United  States  would 
please  the  Culion  lepers. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  uncertainty  of 
delay  in  transportation,  due  to  the 
European  war,  money  to  be  used  in  pur- 
chase of  suitable  gifts  on  the  field  or  a 
little  Christmas  treat  for  a number  of 
patients  will  be  surest  to  reach  the  field 
on  time  and  be  most  economically  for- 
warded. Besides^  money  in  the  Orient  has 
a larger  purchasing  power  than  the  same 
sum  in  this  country. 

For  those  who  desire  to  send  presents 
that  will  be  of  greater  value,  next  to 
money,  the  following  suggestions  are 
made  of  things  acceptable  and  usable  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year: 

Bandages,  made  of  old  clean  linen  or 
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cotton ; all  lengths,  from  one  inch  to  four 
inches  wide.  A safety  pin  with  each 
bandage. 

Pieces  of  cotton,  four  yards  long. 

Ped  bandana,  or  other  colored  hand- 
kerchiefs, all  sizes — shoulder  shawls. 

Kemnants  or  piece  goods,  especially  of 
colored  or  figured  cloth. 

Dolls,  black-headed,  not  wax. 

Knitted  or  crocheted  scarfs,  one  and 
three-quarter  yards  long,  nine  inches 
wide. 

Penknives'  small  mirrors,  old  specta- 
cles, eye  shades. 

Warm  underbodies  for  women,  small 
sizes. 

Socks  in  bright  wool,  all  shades.  (For 
China  white  is  preferable.) 

Hard  candies  securely  boxed  or  bot- 
tled ; no  soft  candies. 

Small  money  gifts  to  defray  cost  of 
transportation  should  be  sent. 

Send  presents  by  parcel  post  or  prepaid 
express  (or  money  gifts)  to  Mr.  Fleming 
H.  Kevell,  Treasurer  U.  S.  A.  Committee 
The  Mission  to  Lepers,  158  Fifth  Avenue, 
Hew  York. 

Mr.  Pevell  has  generously  consented  to 
assemble  and  forward  all  presents — re- 
packing so  that  all  may  be  forwarded  by 
freight  at  a minimum  cost.  Please  mark 
all  shipments  for  “The  Mission  to  Lepers” 
and  address  as  above,  adding  name  and 
address  of  sender. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Foreign 
Board  it  was  agreed-  to  send  out  the  fol- 
lowing Circular  regarding  the  Laymen’s 
missionary  meetings,  to  be  held  this 
winter : 

To  the  Congregations  of  the  Covenanter 
Church: 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  desires 
to  call  attention  to  the  important  series 
of  meetings  to  be  held  by  the  Laymen’s 
Missionary  Movement  this  autumn  and 
winter.  It  is  our  desire  that  the  churches 
may  get  from  these  meetings  all  the  help 
available  to  our  denomination. 

The  Board  clearly  recognizes  that  our 
people  cannot  unite  in  all  the  exercises 
of  these  meetings,  seeing  the  worship  will 
not  likely  be  in  harmony  with  our  testi- 
mony on  that  subject. 

These  gatherings  are  to  be  neither  de- 
liberative nor  delegated  in  the  usual  sense 
of  the  terms.  They  will,  we  understand, 
be  inspirational  and  educational.  In  the 
interest  of  our  Synod’s  action  touching 
tithing,  every  member  canvass,  the  budget 
system  and  general  missionary  interest, 
we  feel  it  would-be  highly  advantageous 
to  our  congregations  for  each  to  send  a 
committee  to  get  all  the  suggestions  and 
inspiration  possible  out  of  these  meetings. 

The  action  of  Synod  for  years  seems  to 
assume  the  attendance  of  members  of  our 
Church  upon  such  meetings,  and  their 
duty  with  respect  to  purity  of  worship 
would  seem  to  be  set  forth  with  .sufficient 
clearness  in  the  Report  on  Psalmody — 
(Minutes  of  Synod,  1915,  pp.  34-37.) 

Therefore  the  Board  most  earnestly 
urges  upon  pastors  and  congregations  the 
privilege  of  having  a strong  committee 
to  attend  the  Laymen’s  missionary  meet- 
ing nearest  to  their  respective  locations. 

We  enclose  a folder  indicating  more 
fully  the  character  of  the  meetings  and 
giving  dates  in  various  cities. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board, 

Findley  M.  Wilson, 

Cor.  Secretary. 

2517  N.  Franklin  St.,  Philadelphia. 


Cable  announced  safe  arrival  of  Mr.  Charles  A.  Stewart  at  Larnaca,  Cyprus, 
Tuesday,  October  12,  1915. 


FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1915. 


Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart,  D.  D ' 

Rev.  Samuel  Edgar,  on  furlougn. . 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D.,  on  furlough.  . 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie f 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar 

Miss  M.  Florence  Mearns,  on  furlough 


Latakia , Syria. 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson,  on  furlough^ 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  McFarland 

John  Peoples,  M.  D. 

Mr.  J.  French  Carithers 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 

Miss  F.  Elm  a French,  on  furlough^ 


Mersina , Asia  Minor. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll J 

Mr.  Dwight  H.  Conner V Larnaca,  Cyprus. 

Mr.  Charles  A,  Stewart ) 


Calvin  McCarroll,  M.  D Nicosia , Cyprus. 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb,  on  furlough  

Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb,  on  furlough 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D on  furlough 
Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.D.on  furlough 
Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson,  on  furlough 

Miss  Mary  R.  Adams- • 

Miss  Ella  Margaret  Stewart  ... 

Miss  Rose  A.  Huston 

Rev.  D.  R.  Taggart Do  Sing , West  River,  South  China. 

Miss  Jennie  M.  Dean,  on  furlough  1 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell,  on  furlough  (.  Lo  Ting , via  Canton , South  China. 

E.  J.  M.  Dickson,  M.  D ) 

HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1915. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission , 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Sanderson,  Southern  Mission , 

Selma , Ala. 

Rev.  R.  A.  Blair,  Jewish  Mission , 

Soo  So.  Fifth  Street,  Philadelphia , Pa. 

post  office  addresses  of  treasurers. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China,  Jewish  Mission  and  Church  Erection — 
Mr.  Joseph  M.  Steele,  1600  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows*  and 
Orphans’  Fund;  Literary;  Students’  Aid;  National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby, 
41 1 Penn  Building.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


• Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River , 

South  China. 


Transportation  Agency  5zL£  ES&EEl* 


All  questions  relating  to  Railway  and  Steamship  Rates 
for  Missionaries  and  Freight  should  he  addressed  to 


WILLIAM  G.  CARSON, 


205  SOUTH  42d  STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Telephone,  785  Morningside 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 

508  WEST  I34th  STREET 

ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN  NEW  YORK 


A.  LABER,  PRESCRIPTIONS  FILLED 

Manager  GLASSES  FITTED 

HERBERT  & HUESGEN  GO. 

CAMERAS  AND 
PHOTO  SUPPLIES 


OPTICIANS 


18  EAST  42d  STREET 

Telephone,  Murray  Hill  624 


NEW  YORK 


Fifty  Years  of  Mission  Work  in  Syria. 

BY  J.  M.  BALPH. 

A history  of  the  foreign  mission  Work  of  the  Covenanter  Church 
in  Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus.  Just  issued.  Contains 
information  all  should  read.  Order  at  once,  as  only  1 ,000 
copies  have  been  printed.  Price  35c.  post-paid. 


Address,  JAMES  S.  TIBBY,  408  Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


J4ME8  S.  TIBBY  gKSfRg.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 


WRITE  P-OR  PRICES 


